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LOST WITHOUT IT 

It’s a sad fact of life 
that thousands of pets go 
missing every year and 
many are never reunited 
with their owners, and all 
for one simple reason—
they cannot be identified. 
Whilst collars and tags 
become snagged and easily 
lost, the good news it that 
microchipping is a perma-
nent method of identifying 
your dog, cat, rabbit or 
pretty much any other pet 
(even birds and fish). 
A microchip is hardly big-
ger than a grain of rice and 
just takes a few seconds to 
implant.  Like a normal 
injection, it is inserted un-
der the skin at the back of 
the neck and once there, 
lasts a lifetime. 
Each microchip contain a 
unique code, which—
together with your pet’s 
details and address, are 
stored on a central data-
base.   Veterinary practices, 
the police and welfare or-
ganisation all have special 
scanners and will routinely 
scan stray pets—looking 
for a microchip.  If you pet 
is microchipped, this give 
you the best chance of be-
ing speedily reunited with 
your pet.  Do also remem-
ber that if you change your 
contact details to update 
the database! 
Microchipping of dogs is 
already compulsory by law 
in Northern Ireland, and 
will become mandatory in 
Wales on 1st March, 2015 
and England on 6th April, 
2016.  There are no plans 
finalised for Scotland at 
this time. 
So now is the time to get 
your pet  microchipped. 

 
 
 

 

PET INSURANCE 

With continual advances in 
veterinary medicine and sur-
gery, vets can now diagnose 
and treat more conditions 
than ever before.  But how 
prepared are you if your pet 
required more in-depth treat-
ment? 
To take a couple of examples, 
a common injury in small 
and medium breeds of dogs 
is rupture of the cruciate 
ligaments.  Surgical treat-
ments for this condition can 
easily cost upward of £1000. 
With appropriate pet insur-
ance you can hopefully en-
sure that any treatment deci-
sions are made on the basis 
of need rather than cost.  So 
don’t take chances—get your 
pet insured! 

Benefits of Grooming your 
dog 
 
In addition to the regular 
health checks your pet re-
ceives from us, it’s a great 
idea to perform some form of 
routine grooming yourself. 
Get your dog used to you 
examining his eyes, ears, 
teeth, feet and giving them a 
general check over.  This way 
you can better detect any 
problems at an early state. 
Parasites need no intro-
duction to most pet owners.  
The two major ones to keep a 
watchful look out for are 
fleas and ticks.   
Fleas Pets are often very 
effective at grooming fleas 
(thus removing the evi-
dence), so as well as looking 
for these tiny pests keep an 
eye out for any sign of brown 
flea ‘dirt’ (flea feaces) which 
also indicates their presence.  
Fleas are a major cause of 
skin problems in dogs and 
can also bite humans.   
Ticks  The big issue here is 
the diseases they can transfer 
to your dog when they latch 
on and feed on their blood.  
This is mainly in the form of 
Lyme disease (which can 
affect dogs and humans 
alike), but for dogs travelling 
to mainland Europe, many 
will be exposed to a range of 
other diseases carried by 
ticks.  Regular grooming and 
removal of ticks with a suit-
able tick hook, plus treat-
ment with a product to kill 
or repel ticks, forms the basis 
for prevention of tick borne 
diseases in our dogs.   
Grass Seeds of the meadow 
grasses are easily trapped in 
the coats of pets, especially 
dogs. They often migrate and 
become lodged in a variety of 
places including  the ears, 
eyes and between the toes.  
Regular grooming—
especially after walks, is help 
ful in preventing problems 
with grass seeds and ticks. 

  ACHES & PAINS IS YOUR DOG AFFECTED 

Cold  damp weather can un-
mask signs of arthritis in 
dogs, and now is a great time 
to take a good look at your 
pets and make sure they are 
comfortable.  Do they seem 
stiff or lame?  Do they have 
difficulty getting up or lying 
down?  Does it take a while if 
so, your pet will benefit from 
a check over to identify any 
problems and work out how 
best to treat them. 
 
The joints that are most sus-
ceptible to arthritis are those 
permitting free limb move-
ment—called synovial joints.  
The end of the bones that 
meet at these joints are cover 
by very smooth articular  
cartilage and lubricated with 
synovial fluid. 
 
In pets with arthritis, this 
protective cartilage is dam-
aged and worn away, result-
ing in exposure of the under-
lying bone causing pain and 
inflammation.  Secondary 
“fluffy” new bone is com-
monly deposited around the 
joint and may be seen on  
xray.  Affected joints com- 

monly appear stiff, swollen 
and painful. 
Although arthritis cannot usu-
ally be cured, there are several 
things we can do to help. 
Weight control:  overweight 
pets tend to struggle far more 
with stiffness and arthritis 
than slender ones, as the extra 
weight put more strain on 
diseased joints and weight loss 
can help. 
Exercise regimes can also 
make a difference.  Most stiff 
dogs benefit from two or three 
shorter walks every day than 
one long one from time to 
time.  Other form of exercise 
may also be helpful, and hy-
drotherapy may be useful in 
some cases. 
Food supplements and medi-
cation may be also be required.  
Vets can advise on appropriate 
food supplements such as 
those containing essential fatty 
acids and glucosamine, and 
can prescribe anti-
inflammatory treatments as 
required, such as Metacam. 
If your pet is showing any 
signs of arthritis, please go and 
see your vet for a check up. 

 Lancashire Heelers  
        ‘MEET’ at 
   Lytham St Annes 

On Sunday 24th August, we 

all met up once again on the 

seafront at Lytham St Annes. 

Everyone was cordially invited 

and we had a good ‘picnic/dog 

socialising’ afternoon. Photos 

on website 

 


