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vet the best chance of being  

able to help affected pets.  

Whilst on the subject of 

food, don’t forget that 

chocolate can be very toxic 

to dogs -  in general the 

higher cocoa content the 

more toxic the chocolate.  

Additionally there are now 

several reports confirming 

that dogs eating even small 

amounts of grapes, raisins, 

or sultanas can develop 

renal failure.  Many dogs 

also love chewing house 

plants, however many of 

these are toxic to dogs.  

Remember make sure you 

keep your mistletoe away 

from pets as both the leaves 

and berries, if eaten,  are 

extremely toxic to dogs. 

WINTER FLEA ALERT With 

summer sadly now a distant 

memory, it can be very 

tempting to lower your 

Puppy Buying Guide: Choosing Pedigree 

Puppies for Sale 

   

Pedigree dogs make up 75 per-
cent of the 8 million strong dog 
population in the UK and there 
are lots of reasons why they are 
so popular. First among these it 
that pedigree dogs are predict-
able in terms of their size, 
grooming, training and exercise 
needs, which are all important 
considerations when choosing 
the right dog for your lifestyle. 
Health information & con-
cerns 
Just as pedigree dogs have pre-
dictable care needs and charac-
teristics, we also know, because 
there is data about their health 
and ancestry, which inherited 
problems individual breeds 
might be more likely to encoun-
ter. Whilst many dogs will lead 
very healthy lives you want to 
make sure that you buy from a 
responsible breeder, who has 
taken all of the steps that they 
can to minimise the risk of inher-
ited conditions and who have 
tested their dogs for common 
conditions associated with the 
breed. 
Scientists at the Kennel Club’s 
Genetics Centre at the Animal 
Health Trust develop DNA tests 
that help to give puppy buyers 
and breeders the ability to test 
for common conditions and the 
Kennel Club runs health screen-
ing schemes in conjunction with 
the British Veterinary Associa-
tion. The Kennel Club Assured 
Breeder Scheme outlines the 
tests that are recommended and 
required for different breeds and 
you should check to ensure that 
your breeder is using these on 
their dogs before they breed. 
Armed with knowledge about 
the parents’ health you will maxi-
mise your chances of getting a 
healthy puppy. It is no less im-
portant for crossbreeds. You 
need to insist that the breeder 
shows you the health test results 
relevant to the breed of each of 
the parents before you buy a 
puppy.  
Choosing the right breeder 
Finding the right breeder is just 
as important as finding the right 
breed. The breeder you choose 
will ensure that your puppy has 
the best possible start in life, and 

   
 
 
 
 
 

      The World’s Biggest  
      Celebration of Dogs  
              Crufts 2014 
Celebrating the British love affair 
with dogs, Crufts will be returning 
to the NEC Arena in Birmingham 
and to our television screens again 
on 6th- 9th March 2014. 
The four-day event will see the na-
tion's most heroic dogs rewarded in 
the prestigious Friends for Life com-
petition; the UK's favourite cross-
breeds compete in the Scruffts 
grand final; the world's most athletic 
canines battling it out in dog sports 
such as agility and flyball, and the 
world-famous Best in Show compe-
tition.  The individual breed judging 
that leads to the Best in Show final 
on Sunday evening will see Working 
and Pastoral breeds compete on 
Thursday 6th March, Terriers and 
Hounds on Friday 7th March, Toy 
and Utility breeds on Saturday 8th 
March and Gundogs on Sunday 9th 
March. Those outside the UK can 
watch all the key action live on the 
Crufts YouTube Channel - 
www.youtube.com/Crufts. 
Crufts will be preceded by a three 
week Channel 4 series called The 
Dog Show, where dogs will compete 
in a series of activity challenges and 
the winner will make an appearance 
at Crufts. The Kennel Club will also 
be asking for people to submit vid-
eos of their own talented canines in 
the New Year, for its online Crufts 
Factor competition. 
“Crufts is a British institution and a 
must see for all dog lovers” says 
Caroline Kisko, Kennel Club Secre-
tary. "It is the world's largest gather-
ing of all dogs - pedigree and cross-
breed, large and small, athletic and 

will be less likely to suffer from 
health and behavioural prob-
lems. 
Kennel Club Assured Breeders 
have all agreed to follow respon-
sible breeding practice. Breeders 
who are part of the scheme are 
the only breeders in the UK who 
agree to follow good practice 
when breeding their dogs and to 
have a Kennel Club inspector 
check their premises, to ensure 
that they are upholding the 
scheme’s standards. The Kennel 
Club has UKAS accreditation for 
certifying breeders on the 
scheme, which means that it is 
recognised by the government’s 
sole national accreditation body 
as being a reliable and robust 
assessor. 
Kennel Club Assured Breeders 
will give the dogs they are 
breeding from the required 
health tests for their breed, keep 
them in clean and comfortable 
whelping conditions, socialise 
their puppies and offer a full 
after sales service.  However, not 
all breeders choose to be part of 
the scheme so it is important 
that you do your homework 
when you are buying a puppy, as 
it can otherwise be incredibly 
difficult to separate the good 
breeder from the bad. 
Puppy farming 
It is estimated that as many as 
one in five people could poten-
tially have bought their puppy 
from an irresponsible breeder, 
or puppy farmer, who breed 
purely for profit and who do not 
care about the health and wel-
fare of their pups or breeding 
bitches. These breeders will not 
take any steps to protect the 
health and welfare of their pup-
pies and may keep the breeding 
bitches in cramped and filthy 
breeding conditions. 
Puppy farmers will often oper-
ate through dealers who will sell 
the puppies from internet sites, 
or pet shops, for example. So it 
is essential to see the puppy 
with its mum, in its home envi-
ronment and to check the 
breeder’s credentials before you 
buy. 

competitive, companion and 
heroic, and celebrates every-
thing that we love the most 
about man's best friend.“ The 
event hosts a vast range of excit-
ing competitions, and is packed 
with information, advice and 
entertainment for all dog lovers. 
Every single dog is special and 
so we will be hosting an online 
Crufts Factor competition to 
showcase the vast range of tal-
ents our dogs possess and will 
be asking people to post photos 
and stories about their dogs for 
competitions on our Facebook 
page." 
Among the competition and 
events at Crufts will be the inau-
gural 'Obreedience' competi-
tion, where different breeds will 
go head-to-head to demonstrate 
their superior obedience skills. 
Visitors to the show will be able 
to visit the Discover Dogs area, 
where they will meet more than 
200 breeds and find out more 
about buying the right dog for 
them. Visitors will also be able 
to learn about Kennel Club 
Assured Breeders, who put the 
health and welfare of their pup-
pies first and foremost, and 
about the pioneering projects 
that the Kennel Club and the 
Animal Health Trust are work-
ing on to improve dog health. 
As well as enjoying watching the 
many different events and com-
petitions at the show, visitors 
can also enjoy the ultimate dog-
gie shopping experience with 
hundreds of trade stands selling 
everything and anything for 
dogs and dog lovers. 
Tickets cost £16.50 for adults in 
advance and £18 on the door for 
Thursday and Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday prices are £17.60 for 
adults in advance and £19 on the 
door. Best in Show tickets start 
from £17.50. Concessions are 
also available. All tickets are 
subject to a booking fee. 
Book by calling the Crufts 
Ticket Hotline at The Ticket 
Factory on 0844 338 0338, or 
online at www.crufts.org.uk/
ticket-office or 
www.theticketfactory.com 
For more information, please 
visit www.crufts.org.uk. 
 
Lancashire Heeler breed-
classes are featured on Thurs-
day 6th March 2014  
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